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VIETNAM VETERANS

OF AMERICA, IN C

PO BOX 244
GRATERFORD PA 19426

CONTACT PERSON: JOSEPH MURP
(610)-489-4151 Ext. 2927

William E. Cornish
Internal Vice President

April 21, 2005

Ms. Leonna Abraham Brandao, R.S.W.
NVO President/CEO
P.O. Box 66
Brockton, MA 02303

Dear Ms. Brandao:

The following men are the elected EXECUTIVE BOARD and the
DIRECTORS of VETERANS OF GRATERFORD/VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA,
(VOG/VVA) CHAPTER 466:

Commer Glass, President

William Cornish, Internal Vice President

Joseph Reaves, External Vice President

John Riddick, Secretary

Gregory McNeal, Treasurer

James Miles, Director

Charles Sanford

Sam Nugent, Director

Maruice Talley, Director

Charles Rideout, Director

This Veterans Group was founded 25 years ago by inmates and
has always been governed by inmates to include the EXECUTIVE
BOARD AND DIRECTORS.
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VIETNAM VETERANS
OF AMERICA, INc.

PO BOX 244

GRATERFORD PA 19426 I

CONTACT PERSON: JOSEPH MURPHY
(610)-489-4151 Ext. 2927

William E. Cornish, AH-9827
Internal Vice President

April 21, 2005

Leonna Abraham Brandao, R.S.W.
NVO President/CEO
P.O. Box 66
Brockton, MA 02303

Dear Ms. Brandao:

On behalf of Chapter 466, and our President, Commer Glass,
we are ever thankful and welcome your concern and interest to
assist other Veteran groups across the country. Yes, we do have a
workable Veteran program here at Graterford.

James, we call him, affectionately, SoftShoes or just Shoes
because of his soft manner. He is a long, outstanding, diligent
and ever gracious member of Chapter 466, and has been there from
the beginning some 25 years ago with the same fire, compassion
and mentality working in the best interest of all veterans. We
are ever thankful to have him as a.member of Chapter 466. And, I
must say, James speaks very highly of you, and the work that New
Vision is doing to help those of us who have got caught in the
judicial system.

We commend and wi sh you and the many other organi zers and
participants the utmost success with the National Millions March
in August. I strongly believe unconditional change can be made
with numbers. Three million informed people having a common
interest and goal is not to be taken lightly. That's a network.
And then going forth empowered with knowledge and understanding
of the injustices and failings of our justice system for the Free
and Incarcerated can make a real change in the attitudes and,
possibly, the decisions of the legislature, the government, and
many, still, unenlightened masses. We need to inform, to educate
in order to make change, because what they are working with now
is only filling up the jails, raising taxes, and putting a heavy
burden on Society and the Economy. Human concern and dignity is
NOT a factor.



Talking to James and President, Tyrone Werts, of the Lifers
group here (he will be writing you), we want to know how we can
help get the message out about the March. Is there a Pennsylvania
affiliate that can be contacted? We don't believe it would be in
the best interest of the March to post your letter with the
addresses at this time, unless you believe otherwise. Perhaps a
flyer with information about the March along with a local phone
number would suffice. These flyers can be posted around the jail,
and in our communities. Truly, we want to get involved whatever
way we can to contribute to the success of the March.

Twenty-five years as a Veterans Chapter, we have experienced
the lows, the highs, and the lows again. Never down or out, we
are on a up-swing of the many transformations. We PERSEVERE! ever
going forward as a Chapter, engaging many worthy projects and
causes affecting Veterans and the men here, as well as, extending
our concerns into the Communities where many of us will one day
return. "VETERANS HELPING VETERANS."

The History of our evolvement as a Veterans group has not
been revised since 1993, however, it has no reflection on the
posi tive progress made as a Chapter over the years since that
time. Also enclosed is a Nomination Ballot for "Chapter of the
Year" in 2001, this will bring you a little closer to our present
accomplishments and contributions. (We won that honor that year.)

Conceived in 1980, we were the First incarcerated Veterans
group in Pennsylvania, if not the Nation, the "Vietnam Veterans
Committee For Better Legislation. However, Camp Hill claimed the
distinction as the first recognized VVA Veterans group--politics.

We have many firsts' including the formation of Chapters and
programs that were later implemented in Veteran groups across
Pennsylvania and in other states. Our accomplishments have been
many, however, one of the most distinguished, rewarding and most
gratifying accomplishment is 22 years of Veterans Day Services.
Our Chapter has been lauded as having one of the better services
in the state, inside the walls or beyond.

We also observe Armed Forces Day. This will be our THIRD
observance on May 21st recognizing" MILITARY WOMEN PAST, PRESENT
AND FUTURE". Wish you could attend.

Next would be our PEP program, Pennsylvania Equity Project.
Originally, a Transition Committee, when first conceived The
initial concept was to assist a Veteran's return to society a
Whole person providing whatever necessary to accomplish that task
while incarcerated.

This initial concept, however, went on to be a program in a
New York state prison Veteran group, and in other Pennsylvania
state prison Veteran groups. PEP evolved from this, with a new
MISSION STATEMENT (attached w/Case statement), and recently this
project has been recognized by Pennsylvania VVA in the form of



providing Support Letters
commutation reviews.

for parole, reparole, pre-release or

We are working on the development of another Transition
Commi ttee for all veterans, because it directly impacts on the
needs and concerns of the Veteran to make a healthy and positive
return to society as a productive individual.

On the board is another Video project, this time putting a
face to the incarcerated Veteran's story: his life before the
military, especially the Vietnam Veteran; life in the military;
life after returned home; and, life leading to incarceration and
after.

Before the law suit and a PTSD counselor came on board, our
weekly meetings were PTSD therapy sessions before we knew about
PTSD for the many traumatized vets. We provided the support, the
crying sessions, the stress release that was needed to help these
guys get through the day. You can read about our struggles and
successes with PTSD in the History along with a couple of other
enclosures.

In June, we have a yearly charity event where organizations
in the prison and sometimes an outside team comes together for a
Round Robin Softball Elimination Tournament. Proceeds from these
worthy charity event goes to an agency who has a underprivileged
children's program. Proceeds from this year's tournament will be
divided between the S.K.I.P. program and the YMCA.

T-shirts were sold in the past with our logo (see the left
hand side of our stationary), enlarged on the front of them. We
also hosted Run-A-Thons and Walk-A-Thons with donations provided
by outside businesses, organizations and just interested people
contributing by the lap completed by their sponsored individual
or individuals.

We have a Veterans Benefit Committee whose purpose has been
to provide assistance getting military and medical records, file
claims, disability compensation adjustments, apportionments,
up-grades from other than Honorable discharges, and other service
related benefits.

We always have projects and ideas serving the best interest
of our Chapter, our members, the inmate population, and the
communities we come from, and will some day return. Our Veterans
group is structured to equip a Veteran with the necessary tools
that will allow him to re-enter society as an informed productive
individual with a safety net in the form of a Support Team on the
outside.

None of this could have been successful without the staunch
support and assistance of our many exceptional volunteers on the
outside; the PA VVA State Council, PA Prison Society, Lebonon
Medical Center, PA CareerLink, the Vet Center, our families,



friends, and the administration here at Graterford.

We also have clerics, lawyers and agencies working with us,
often in conjunction with the Lifers organization, the NAACP, and
other groups here trying to realize many of the issues that will
be spoken on at the National Millions March. Of course we want to
get involved--it's about us.

The Veteran, however, have special concerns with PTSD, Agent
Orange and related problems as a factor. We welcome the help of a
pro bono attorney, or any assistance New Vision believe they have
to offer Veterans. Chapter 466 was founded and maintained by
inmates including the officers and board members. There is no
conflict. Our supporters, volunteers, and professional help often
work harmoniously on various projects.

Leonna, if I may, hopefully, this letter and the enclosed
information will be useful to begin what you want to accomplish
for Veterans incarcerated. please do be in touch for clarity or
additional information. We look forward to hearing from you and
working with New Vision.

For the Veterans of Graterford, Chapter 466 and all Veterans
who need assistance, we wish you well; great success in all your
endeavors.

EVERYTHING IS POSSIBLE WITH THE CREATOR
AND NOTHING IS POSSIBLE WITHOUT HIM

Sincerely,

/~~
William E. Cornish
Internal Vice President

VETERANS HELPING VETERANS



Pennsylvania EquityPro ject
Mission Statement

.The goal of the Pennsylvania Equity Project is to rectify a serious inequity in
Pennsylvania's criminal sentencing policies. Asa result of this legal flaw, some men and
women who were influenced by exposure to severe physical and emotional trauma are
being incarcerated without the possibility of parole while. other offenders with similar
circumstances have been released after servirigfar shorter sentences.

The Pennsylvania Equity Project seeks legislative support to establish a commission to
. review pertinent cases adjudicatedprior to formal recognitionof Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder in the. Diagnostic and Statistical Manual. Post Traumatic Stress Disorder is .

most frequently associated with combat veterans and, especially, with Vietnam veterans.
In those pertinent cases where this psychological impairment existed, but failed to receive
consideration at trial and sentencing, the commission would have the discretion to
recommend judicial review and re-sentencing, in order that the inmates affected may be
accorded due process and the equal protection of the law.


