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To Whorn It May Concern:

I have been incarcerated for 9 yro. and durtng that tlme I have
watched many changes tnke place tn the prioon oystem. Many poJicy
changes have occurred and while I realize thio is ne{eosary and
there ls alwayo a reason for the actlono I also realize that some of
them are tnken cornpletely out of context wtth very llttle fore thought
aird Juot ae little thought given to posoible and probable
repercueoiooE.

When poltctes and rules are changed there lo no conslderation
given to the fact that you have mefl and womefl who afe in prlson.
Whtle I aleo realize that tt ie eaeier to make rules for all the facillUeo
why ls there no conslderatlon glven to the fact that women's needs
are much different than mens? Arid whtle I am aware that the dtfferent
warden's have at their diocretlon to alter regulations tro fit the needs
of thetr facllittes all that Just 6eems o fall by the stde when you have
a warden who feels that eveo the leaet varlance facilitntes what has
come to be known as "choostng a battle" rather than Just oaytng this
does not ftt our needo and I wtll make allowanceo for thls.

I was trold years ago that any changeo that are to take place afe
tro be pooted by way of memo 30 days prior to the action occumlng.
Thts doesn't happent I know that the wodd lo changtog both inside
and outstde the fences of a prleon. I know that needs, regulattooo,
guideltneo, etrs. all have to change ln order for facillties to rneet what
le requtred for thm to continue Uo get thetr prectous fuoding to
keep the factllties runnlng. But whea all that tnkes precedence ovef
the fact that we are 6tfll human and need aod deserve certntn thtngo
then there is defioitely a probleml

I know the general opinion is that we are just lnmatres and
deoerve nothtng. But most of us ottll have eelf reepect Our brains still
function although sorne choose not to use thsr wtoely and for good.
And the outotde wodd thtnks of prison a6 a place of rehabtlitatioo
untll we afe ready tro be released back into soctety which most
strongly object to. But the ooly rehatrtlltntion you recelve in here ls
what you are wtlltng to gtve youreelft. 6o tf all the rules do ts
conilnue to tnke mofe and rnofe from us aod policy ts left strtctly to
ioterpretaUon by the person lmktng at it at the time theo what ts the



potnt in having iL IUo not followed or uoed for lt'o intended pupqpe
ior the most part anyway. But nol only are we as inrnates puptshgd
ouf famtlteo are also punished. They are severely reetricted ao o
what they can and can not do where we are coficefned 416o. Just for
them to vtstt us they have to Jump through hoops as tf they are also
tocfted up. Aod oow if they requlre the u6e of oxygen they can't visltl
Doeo anyone out there understand DISCP,IMINATION and the
AMERICAN DISABIIITIS6 ACT?????

As an lnmate I have battled the system for 6 yrg. over a dt$abilfty
before ftnally betng tnken oeriously eoough to get a portlon of what
ls needed o help nyoelf. Thts hao come at a great prlce to me
emotlonally nnd physically but we have tio be mofe coocerned about
how many bowls, Uoothbrushee, combslbrushes, etrc. ao lnmate has
vef6e6 s;rious needs of those and their famtltes. A6 a perootl loostng
thetr stght I wao tiold 6 yrs. ago by the cornmlsslooer that lt te not
anothei tnmates responetbtllty to help me if needed. firat thts
consUtutes legal iooues. Yet I arn conotantly told that they are too
ehort etnfIed tc asstot ne when oeeded to get my fooflImate or
another lnmate to help fire. And they actually put such thtngs in wrlttng
aod olgn off on them. I have enclosed copies of ouch things for you
to see tn addltion to a letter and docuarentation I have pefsooally
sent out to othef pecple in charge about cedain concerno.

Betng locked up you have few aveflues of help of reooufces you
cao uoe Uo hetp with such matl,ero. The ACI.U and other agencies only
tate vefy htgh proflle cases and we have no advocates on these
looues. l4thtle we afe able to flle grlevaoceo you always have the
pfeseflce of retaltatton evefl though we all know 'that'o not suppooe
tc happeo' and wriUng letters to the co'mmissioner who tn retrrrn Juot
send6 it all back tro your warden and you get no tesult6.

l{e need a voice or several voices on the outside that cafe
enough about what ts golng on tn the prieono tn thie stnte to help uo.
I'm not asktng for miraCles, Just advocates who are willing to ltsten tro
us about our needs and coocerno and afe wtlltng to tnke those to the
pecple in charge tc help us oegotiate acceptnble solullons for
evefyone coocefoed. I am hoping that tf you afe not that perooo of
organtzatlon you will at least be able to put me in touch wlth people
who afe. t am only one pefsot but tf I can flnd help out there there
are others in here who will Join me ln the battle tro get 6ome logtcal
solutiono rather than Just constantly creatlng more chaos and
confuolon ln the system that does not have to occuf.

Tharrk you for your time aod I pray I will hear from you with sorne



suggestiono, help or othef aveoueo for me tro write to.

Jo*;*' fuJ4-'



Governof Bredegeo,

I have been locked up for 9 yre. and am sefvlng a life sent'ence.
Over the last 9 yro. I have watched many changee tnke place in the
running of the f[cilltteo. I understand completely that the reason for
"MO6f changeo lo due to some inmatre tnktng Eome kind of action that
makes a oerregulation/rule oece66ary. Unfortunately not many
people locked up underotand that thetr actionq will cau6e the rest of
irs to have to pay the price. [epectally thoee of uo who may never
leave from hefe.

lor as long ao I have been incarcerated I have watched more and
mofe be tnken from us both tn pr@erty, prtvtleges and commlssafy.
But if the Cocrmlsoioner'o Dersonal Droperty ltst policy is given
serious conoideration I have no doubt you will find that we have a
few lterns that need rerlous reconsiderationll

$uppooedly starting ln S"pt of 2006 there ts to be a new
property screening procedure for ltrmateE. I am told lt ts tro be state
wtde but etnrttng with TpfW. I have enclooed a copy of the
lnformatlon gtveh as t,o what we are tro be accountable ficr at all
timeg. Jeweliy, appliaflced, medlcal equipment musical tnstruments
have alwayo fun-ftems we afe accountable ficf. And accordins t/o
the pfoperty tiot we know that hygiene tterno are aloo ltears that are
to be liinlteit. My proble,m with that portlon of the list te thts: 1 bowl,
1 cup, 1 patr of'natl dtppers and the hatrbrush, comfu aod ptc6, 1
toothbrush. If you drop your toothbruoh in the troilet acctdentally you
have o walt a-week fuC order a oew one and hope that the
comrnissary will have the,m tn stockl lVho wants to go a week without
bruohing thetr teeth??? Nail clippers - they make fingernatl and
toenail tfippers foc a reasofl. 6ofire people can not clip thejr trce
nails with a flnger nail clipper. We are fimftJed to maktog a cholce
between the 2 and that ls not an itern you waot to borrow from
Eotneooe aE that io a vefy easy way to contract fungus or h@atitlo.
We are no longef able to get ernery boardo to ftle down ragged or
toro nallo so we have no soluttoo to thts problern as the
commlooloner'o ltot doesn't allow for theoe problenns. A6 for brushes
and combs - I understand that most of the meil only need a brush
and a conrb and ln some ca6eg not even that ao they prefer tro be
bald. Women are dtffierentll I{te need both and 6ome of us also have
the need ficr the hatr pic. We are no longer able tro order thooe but
those of us who were here when we could get thear sUIl have them.
l{hy are we being ficrced tro make a choice and give thqt up a6 loog
as it all fits totro the 6 cutfc ft. requirement de??? Aod last but
defrrnitely not least - 1 bowl and 1 cupll I{e are sold it'ears oo


