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Forensic Serology
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Crime Scene Investigation

Honorable J. Michael Campbell
District Attorney
Courthouse

Columbiana, Alabama 35051

Re: Case 01(A)-88-25862
Ronnie L. Pate, subject
- Ronald P. Swiney, suspect

Dear Sir:,

Enclosed is a Report of Autopsy report citing this Department’s
findings on examinations conducted at your request regarding .the
above styled case. Further laboratory analyses are being
conducted and additional memoranda will be sent to you when they
are completed.

If we may be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to

contact us.

Sincerely,
oseph}}{LEmbry, , ¥D., J.D.
State Medical Exanliher
JHE/dm
Enclosure

cc: Coroner Billy Thompson
Investigator M. R. Smitherman, Shelby County Sheriff’s Office
Sergeant Jim Walters, Shelby County Sheriff’s Office
Sergeant Tom Smitherman, Shelby County Sheriff’s Office

“FORENSIC SCIENCES INVOLVE THE APPLICATION OF SCIENCE AND MEDICINE TO THE PURPOSES OF JUSTICE."




. - ALABAMA )
AUTOPSY NO. 88-25862 - DEPARTMENT OF FORENSJC SCIENCES
: BIRMINGHAM DIVISION

DAY/DATE Friday, 12/11/87

1001 South 13th Street
TiME 0830 hours Birmingham, Alabama 35205-3498
(205) 933-6621

COUNTY. Shelby

REPORT OF AUTCPSY

DECEDENT Ronnle * L. Pate

FIRST M]DDLE LAST

AUTOPSY AUTHOR!ZED BY: DIistrict Attorney, Section 36-18-2 Code of Alabama, 1975 REQUESTED BY: Coroner Thompson

PERSONS PRESENT AT AUTOPSY: Medical Examiner Investlgators White and Brand

RIGOR: COMPLETE X JAW NECK ARMS LEGS PASSED

LIVOR: COLCR red-purple DISTRIBUTJON: posterlor

AGE___ 33 RACE W SEX M LENGTH 69-1/2 In. WEIGHT 176 Ibs. EYES brown PUPILS: R_0.5 em L 0.5 cm
HAIR _brown MUSTACHE brown BEARD brown CIRCUMCISED no BODY HEAT __ cool

The teeth are natural and In good repalr.

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION AND WOUND TRACKS

The subject Is recelved wrapped In a white sheet which Is teped closed. A yellow tag Is taped on the outside of the
sheet In the chest area with the Inscriptlon "RONNIE L. PATE 12/10/87 Blily C. Thompson Bolton Brown Service
669-3179". The subject Is recelved dressed In a three-quarter length sleeve white with red sleeves and red collar
trim pullover Jersey with the Inscription In red on the chest "ANO PRIDE |-R7", Jeans, brown belt, blue with white
trim brief-styled underwear and white socks. A one dollar blll and thirty-six cents In change Is In the left front
pocket of the jeans. A gold~colored metal necklace Is In place. Apparent blood stalns are present In the shirt,
primarily In the upper back. A white Identiflcation tag with the Inscriptlon "State 12/11/87 Ronnle L. Pate 32 yr
W/M State Coroner Ray White" s attached to the left great toe. A yellow tag with the subject's name and the
Inscription "12/10/87 BIlly C. Thompson Bolton Brown Service 669-3179" [s attached to the right ankle.

The body Is that of 2 well-developed, well-nourished, medlum bulld male, conslstent with the reported zge of 33
years. The head is normocephalic. Swelling Is present In the rlgﬁf temple 3-1/2 Inches In dlameter due fo e gunshot
wound, described below. The halr measures up to approximately 4 Inches with receding frontal halqllne and thinnlng
In the occlpital area. A gunshot wound Is present In the left temple, described below. The sclerae are white. The
corneae are clear. The conjunctivae reveal no hemorrhages. Subcutaneous perforbital hemorrhage Is present, more
prominent around the right eye. Blood extends from the nares onto the cheeks. Blood Is present In the mouth. MNo
intraoral frauma ls present. The neck reveals a gunshot wound, described below. M Is otherwise unremarkable. The
chest Is symmetrical. Disposable EKG electrodes are on the chest (two) and left lower abdomen (one). The sdomen Is
flat. The external genitalla are unremarkable. The extremitlies are symmetrical. Four rounded brown contuslons are
present In the anterlor aspect of the rlght thigh, proximally, from 1/2 to 3/4 Inch In diameter. A | by 1/8 Inch
red-purple contusion Is present In the anterolateral aspect of the right thigh In the midportion. A 4-1/2 by 4-1/2
inches professlional tattoo of hearts, flowers, and cupld with the Inscription below "BETTY" Is present In the lateral
aspect of the left upper arm. An apparent blood smear Is present on the dorsal aspect of the left hend. MNo trauma
s present fo the hands other than a 1/4 by 1/8 Inch heallng ebraslon In the dorsal aspect of the right thumb. The
fingernalls measure epproximately 1/16 Inch and are slightly solled. Examinatlon of the back reveals no abner-
malltlies.
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. Re: éase 88-25862 Autopsy Protoco! page 2 of 4

Gunshot Wound A: The round 1/8 Inch gunshot entrance wound Is located In the left temple 4-3/8 Inches below the
level of the vertex of the scalp, 4-5/8 Inches fo the left of the anterior midline and 1 Inch anterlor 4o the
anterior-superfor attachment of the left ear. A 1/16 Inch marglinal sbraslon Is present. Unburned gunpowder ls pre—
sent on the skin around the wound up to 4 Inchds from the gunshot entrance wound. A 1/16 Inch gunpowder stipple Is
present beneath an unburned gunpowder particle Just lateral to the left eye, 1-7/B Inch from the gunshot entrance
wound. The gunshot wound track Is through the skin and subcutaneous tissue, through the remalnder of the scalp,
through the left temporal bone, through the Inferlor aspect of the left temporal lobe of the cerebrum by a gutter
wound, through the right femporal lobe, through the right temporal bone and into the subcutaneous tlssue of the right
temporal scalp at a point 1-1/2 Inches superomedial to the anterlor-superior attachment of the right ear, spproxima-
tely | inch above the level of the gunshot entrance wound. The bullet Is recovered with gloved fingers. The gunshot
wound frack Is from the subject's left to his right, slightly from below upward with no signlficant dovlatlon forward
or backward. »

Gunshot Wound B: The Irregularly rounded 1/4 inch gunshot entrance wound Is located In the posterlor aspect of the
neck, 3/4 Inch to the right of the posterlor midiine and 8 Inches below the level of the vertex of the scalp. One-
elghth Inch marginal sbraslon Is present. MNo gunpowder stippling or soot Is present. The gunshot wound track Is
through the skin and subcutaneous tissue, through the musculature of the neck, and through the fourth cervical ver-
tebra with transection of the spinal cord. The bullet Is recovered at the end of the frack in the left lateral
aspect of the spinal canal“with rubber-tipped forceps. The direction of the gunshot wound frack Is from the
subjJect's back to his front, from his right to his left with no slignificant deviation up or down.
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Re: Case 88-25862 i L

INTERNAL EXAMINATION page 3 of 4

No abnormalltles are seen.
No abnormalitles are seen.
No abnormal ifles are seen.

The heart Is smooth and g!istening externali!y. The coronary arterles reveal normal origin and
distribution. Sllght atherosclerosls Is present. The myocardium has the usual red color and
rubbery conslstency. The endocardlum s smooth and glistening. The valves are dellcate and
pliable. The foramen ovale Is closed. Microscoplc examination reveals no abnormalltles (2
sectlons).

-

No azbnormalities are seen.

The lungs are smooth and glistening externally. Moderate anthracotic pigmentation Is present.
Vascular congestion Is present. Cut sectloning also reveals focal asplration of blood. Blood
Is present In the trachea and bronchl. The vessels reveal no thrombl or emboll. A 0.5 cen-

timeter calclfied Iymph node Is In the right hilus. Microscoplc examination reveals no other

abnormal Ities (5).

The llver has the usual reddish-brown color and on serlal cut sectloning reveals no focal
abnormal 1ties. Microscoplc examlnatlon reveals very slight large droplet fatty metamorphosis
(2)0

No gbnormalities are seen.

No azbrormal [tles are seen on serlal cut sectloning.

No gbnormal [tles are szen on serlal cut sectlonling.
mal itles (1).

Microscoplc examinatlon reveals no anor-

No zbnormalities are seen on serlal cut sectloning.

The fongue and esophagus are unremarkable. The stomach contalns approximately 40 grams of
thick, ye!lowlsh-brown mucold fluld. The mucosa of the stomach and proximal duodenum reveal no
ulcerations or other @bnormalltles. The duodenum contains blle-stalned chyme. The Intestines
are unremarkable. The vermiform appendix Is unremarkable.

Mlcroscoplc
The ure-

The kldneys are smooth and on serlal cut sectlonlng reveal no focal abnormalltles.
examlination reveals no zbnormalitles (2)}. The collecting systems are unremarkable.
ters are patent.

The urlnary bladder contalns spproximately 220 cc's of urlne. MNo abnormallties are seen.

The prostate gland Is unremarkable.

The strap muscles reveal no hemorrhage or other abnormallties. The hyold bone and larynx
reveal no fractures. The thyrold gland 1s symmetrical and on serlal cut sectloning reveals no
focal abnormalltles.

The meninges reveal perforatlon and hemorrhage In relatfon to the gunshot wound, described
above. Marked hemorrhage Is present at the base of the brain. The braln reveals perforation,
as described above. Serlal cut sectloning reveals s!ight contuslon In the right tempora!
cerebral cortex. MNo other sbnormalitles are seen gther than the gunshot wound track. The
ventricular system |s symmetrical. Blood Is present In the lateral ventricles. Mlcroscopic
examination reveals no other abnormalities (3 sections).

Numerous fractures are present around the gunshot entrance and exit wounds In the temporal
bones extendling Into the floor of the anterlor and mliddle fossas. The posterlor portion of the
sella turclca Is fractured and the pitultary gland Is a@bsent.

The fourth cervical vertebra Is penetrated as described above.

No zbnormallitles are seen.

No abnormalitles are ssen.

VITREOUS CHEMISTRIES

PRIMER RESIDUE KIT

TOX]COLOGY__ X SEROLOGY_X HAIR X F INGERNAILS RAPE KIT PALMPRINTS X
HISTOLOGY __ X  CLOTHES X X-RAY __ X BACTER!IOLOGY PHOTOS X FINGERPRINTS _X

Blood, urlne, vitreous humor,
blle and gastric contents

Shirt, bullets, gunpowder
from face and halr around

qunshot entrance wound Mr. Hlgglns, 12/18/87

Dr. Pirl, 12/14/87
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_Re: Case 88-25862 Autopsy Protocol page 4 of 4

FINAL ANATOMICAL DJAGNQSES

I. Gunshot wound to head, penetrating with perforation of braln (bullet recovered from scalp).
A. Asplration of blocd.
11. Gunshot wound fo neck, penetrating with perforation of spinal cord (bullet recovered from cervical spline).,
Ill. Pulmonary vascular congestlon and edema.

1v. Fatty metamorphosis, ilver.

SUMHARY,

The cause of death of Ronnle L. Pate Is gunshot wounds fo the head and neck. The autopsy reveals a gunshot wound to
the head resultlng In perforation of the braln and a gunshot wound to the neck resultling In perforation of the spinal
cord. Basal skul!l fractures are present and aspiration of blood Is noted. MNo other Injurles and no natural disease
processaes are found whlch contributed to death. The related clrcumstances Indicate the manner of death Is homiclide.

{’@‘('Mvﬁl //M-( Cooper Green Hospltal Autopsy Faclllty ;CW% %Z‘/:"%"’l/

DATE SIGNED PLACE CF AUTCPSY . /f JOSEPH WWBRY, M.D., STATE ﬂulcm. EXAMINER






