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Shootings occurred December 10, 1987

Saginaw, Alabama




Red = Testified for the defense
Green = Did not testify
Blue = Victims of crime
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CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION - TESTIMONY - PLAYERS

Crime 12/10/87- Trial 06/12/89

Bar Graph Legend - Bar Graph timeline(1)
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2]l mBBR. | | & | £ |[NAME POSITION ONE POSITION TWO COMMENTS
1| BB |Yes| No | No |Buster Brooks Friend of Snow family Homewood PD
Patrick's wife & Nell Snow's
2] BS n/a [ Yes | Yes |Betty Swiney Pate Snow |Victim deceased daughter Lived at the house.
3l BT |Yes| No |Yes|Billy Thomas Sheriff's Dept
4 DB No [ No | Yes |David Bailey Jimmie Morrison's first cousin Jimmie's roommate age 17 |Lives at the house.
51 EB |Yes| No | No |Eva Bristow Ronnie Pate's mother Marie Pate's grandmother
6] FM |Yes| No | Yes|Frank Matheson Fire Dept Shift Manager & Paramedic
71 JB Yes| No | No |Judy Bates Ronnie Pate's ex-wife Marie Pate's mother Phone call 9:30 pm
g] JJ Yes| No | Yes|James Jones Alabaster Police Chief
At Robbie's house & crime
of JM No | No | Yes |Jerry Mead Friend of the Swiney family scene
Nell Snow's grandson age
100 JM No | No | Yes [James Lesley Morrison Betty Snow's son 16 Lived at the house.
111 JW |Yes|Yes|Yes|Jim Walters Sheriff's Dept, signed as #544
12l LG |[Yes|Yes|Yes|Leonard Griffin Alabaster PD
131 MP |Yes| No | No |Marie Pate Ronnie Pate's daughter Age 13 Phone call 9:25 pm
14/ MS |Yes|Yes|Yes|Michael R. Smitherman Shelby Co. Sheriff's Deputy
15 MW No | No | Yes |Mike Wilder Sheriff's office
16/ NS |Yes| No [Yes|Nell Snow Betty Snow's mother Jimmie's grandmother
171 OS No | No | Yes |Odelle Swiney Patrick Swiney's mother Robbie's mother
18] PS [Yes|Yes]|Yes|Patrick Swiney Defendant Betty Snow's husband Lived at the house.
19] RC No | Yes | Yes |Robbie Carter Patrick Swiney's sister Subpeonaed
20 RF |Yes|Yes|Yes|Richard Fox Shelby Co. PD, signed as #542
Betty's ex-husbad & Eva
21| RP n/a | Yes | Yes |Ronnie Pate Victim deceased Bristow's son
Robbie's nephew by
22| SO |Yes|Yes|Yes|Stanley Oliver Lt. Alabaster PD marriage
23] TG No | No | Yes |Tim Genery Deputy Sheriff's office, signhed as #501
24| TS Yes|Yes|Yes|Tom Smitherman Lt. Alabaster PD, signed as #540
251 WH |Yes|Yes|Yes|William Henson, Jr. Ambulance Driver
26| LS [Yes| No | No |Lesley N. Snow Betty's Father Husband of Nell Show
Of the above (excluding the victims)
12 people at the crime scene who testified
PR  Police Reports 7 people at the crime scene who did not testify
DL  Sheriff Dispatch Log 5 people not at the crime scene who testified




TIMELINE PATRICK SWINEY CASE

DATE OF ACTIVITY 12-10-1987 THURSDAY - DECEMBER 10, 1987 FRIDAY
* = Approximate time T = Testimony SAGINAW, ALABAMA 12-11-87
+ = After time P = Police Report See Bar Graph Legend
- = Before time L = Dispatch Log l l Thursday After Noon Random
PM clock Clock
. . . 155 | 11:.00 | 4:00
Item Description per Testimonies & Logs Per [ By |Who Time  |1:00 [2:00 [3:00 [4:00 |4:30 [5:00 |6:00 |6:30 |7:00 [8:00 [9:00 [9:23 [9:25 |9:30 |9:33 |9:35 [9:36 [9:45 |9:50 |9:57 |10:04 |10:07 |10:08 |10:15]10:24 |10:25 [10:27 [10:30 |10:46 |12:00 | am | am | pm
1 [PS makes 1st trip to BS's house to get possessions PS| T | PS 2:00 pm y
2 |PS at OS's house PS 2:00 pm y
3 |PS arrived at Nell Snow's house NS | T [PS|+] 3:00pm
4 |PS phoned Nell Show's house NS | T [PS|+| 4:00pm
5 |PS arrived at Nell Snow's house NS | T [PS|+] 4:00pm
6 |PS makes 2nd trip to BS's house to get rest of possessions ps| T | PS 4:00 pm
7 |LG dispatched to meet with PS LG| P | Ps 4:30 pm
8 |PS arrived at Nell Snow's house NS| T | PsS 5:00 pm
9 |PS called Buster Brooks BB| T | PS|*] 6:00pm
10 |PS arrived at Nell Snow's house NS| T | PsS 6:00 pm
11 |RP in Corvette EB| T [RP 6:30 pm [
12 |PS left Odelle's house and went to Frogg's lounge ps| T | PS 7:00 pm
13 |PS went to Alabaster PD PS| T | PS 8:00 pm
8:00 to
14 |PS went to Pub loungs across from Food Max PS| T [Ps 9:00 pm
8:00 to
15 |PS left BJ's lounge after 10-15 minutes PS| T [Ps 9:00 pm
8:00 to
16 |PS went to BJ's lounge (hwy 31 in Pelham) PS| T | PS 9:00 pm
8:00 to
17 |PS left Frogg's lounge after 10-15 minutes PS| T | PS 9:00 pm
18 |PS drove around & went to crime scene Ps| 1 | Ps 9:00 pm
PS at Robbie's house when she called 911 at 9:30 pm [10 minute
drive from crime scene]. PS at RC's house when MP was talking to
RP. Time of death was not between 9:25 and 9:30 pm per EMT
reports. PS could not have been the person who answered the
19 [phone in Saginaw at 9:30 pm. T | PS 9:23 pm
20 |JB returned home B| T |8 9:25 pm
MP on phone call from RP, said she talked to "them" and
21 |conversation finished MP| T | MP 9:25 pm
JB said MP said that RP said "someone was coming up" and had to
22 |end the phone conversation JW | P | MP 9:25 pm
JB called RP and said _the ph_one Was answel_'eq by "The male had a How could PS answer the phone at 9:30 pm and be at RC's house at 9:33 pm [10
deep, low, calm-sounding voice with a very distinct Southern accent." minutes away] for RC to call 911 at 9:33 pm?
23 |Prosecutor said this was PS answering the phone. B | T ]| 9:30 pm
LG dispatched to crime scene, and Paramedics arrived at about the
24 |same time. LIG| T |LG 9:30 pm|Leonard Griffin
RC called 911 the she and OS drove to crime scene and got there RC,
25 |before first officer arrived [10 minute drive to crime scene] T | os 9:33 pm|Robbie Carter
FM and Paramedics (EMT's) dispatched - waited until police let them
26 |in to check bodies. FM| T [F™ 09:33 pm
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TIMELINE PATRICK SWINEY CASE

DATE OF ACTIVITY 12-10-1987 THURSDAY - DECEMBER 10, 1987 FRIDAY
* = Approximate time T = Testimony SAGINAW, ALABAMA 12-11-87
+ = After time P = Police Report See Bar Graph Legend
- = Before time L = Dispatch Log l l Thursday After Noon Random
PM clock Clock
155 | 11:.00 | 4:00
Item Description per Testimonies & Logs Per | By [Who Time  |1:00 |2:00 [3:00 [4:00 |4:30 [5:00 [6:00 |6:30 |7:00 [8:00 [9:00 |9:23 [9:25 [9:30 |9:33 |9:35 [9:36 [9:45 |9:50 |9:57 |10:04 [10:07 |10:08 [10:15]10:24 [10:25 |10:27 [10:30 |10:46 [12:00 | am | am | pm
LG arrived at crime scene, with MW, searched, went outside to ;‘é
summon Paramedlgs, returned to house and noticed Robbie smmg in NW" How could police be dispatched at 9:33 pm by RC [10 minues away] when LG
the den. Robbie said she made the 911 call. LG escorted her outside NS, saw her at crime scene at 9:33 pm?
and noticed OS coming up to the house, then NS, dispatched to keep 0s,
27 |people out. Thomas arrived. LG | P | BT 9:33 pm|Leonard Griffin
RC and OS showed up at the house after LG got there and he toom RC
them outside. NS was on her way in and LG stopped her. (Police os:
report says RS was in the den after LG already walked through the NS,
28 |house). G| T |LG 9:33 pm |Robbie Carter
BT received a call to go to the crime scene. BS's parents were in BT, How did NS know to come to the house. Did NS hear the shooting
29 |auto in front of the house while he was there. BT | T | NS 9:35 pm |Nell Snow between 9:25 pm and 9:30 pm?
Dispatcher log differs from trial testimony and police reports. This still
. . . isn't enough time for PS to make the 10 minute drive to RC to call 911
Dispatcher log time ends in a 5 preceded by a 2 or 3 (3 appears more and have RC and OS be at the crime scene by 9:33 pm
30 |likely when compared to the writing of the dispatcher on otheritems) | bL | L 9:35 pm |Dispatcher
FM (EMT's) arrived at the crime scene - bodies were already cool,dry,
31 |Time of death was not 9:30 pm. FM| T [Fm 9:36 pm
32 |JW received a call from SCSO dispatcher w | P [aw 9:45 pm [Jim Walters
Was the soup warm because it was turned off right after or just
before the shooting, or did the 1st officer who arrived on the
scene turn the burner off? What is the relevence in the soup
MS had crime scene turned over to him and then photos. Said that being warm?
33 |when he arrived the soup was warm. MS| T | Mms 9:45 pm
34 |MS arrived on the scene MS| P | MS 9:45 pm
35 [JW arrived at crime scene w | L [aw 9:50 pm |sim walters
36 |JW met LG, BT, and TG at crime scene w | P [aw 9:50 pm [Jim Walters
37 |RF notified about shooting RF| P | RF SEIeI] Richard Fo
38 |SO was called at his residence SO| T | sO 9:57 pm|stanley Oliver
How many times did MS arrive at the
39 |MS arrived on the scene DL| L |MS 10:04 pm scene?
40 |RF arrived at crime scene and prepares sketch RF | P | RF 10:07 pmf 0
Sheriff's Dept Units 508 and 501 en-route and arrival a crime scene
41 |between 10:08-10:13 pm DL| L |T™ 10:08 pm
10: 15 pm
SO left crime scene at 10:15 or 10:20 pm for Robbie's house and said| or
42 |it took 10 minutes to get there. so| T | so 10:20 pm|stanley oliver
43 |JW signs Waiver of Rights PR| P [Jw 10:24 pm |3im Walters
44 |PS signs Waiver of Rights PR| P [ Ps 10:27 pm
PS arrested last night at Robbie's house with JJ, JW, SO attending.
RC and OS removed rifle from truck, Patrick called RC before arrival
45 |last night breathing heavily. so| P | PsS 10:27 pm
46 |PS was still at Robbie's house when officer arrived to arrest him SO| T | PS 10:30 pm
SO arrives at Robbie's house in Alabaster Shopping Center. He said
47 |it took 10 minutes to get there. so| T | so 10:30 pm |Stanley Oliver
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TIMELINE PATRICK SWINEY CASE

el S. Smitherma

DATE OF ACTIVITY 12-10-1987 THURSDAY - DECEMBER 10, 1987 FRIDAY
* = Approximate time T = Testimony SAGINAW, ALABAMA 12-11-87
+ = After time P = Police Report See Bar Graph Legend
- = Before time L = Dispatch Log l l Thursday After Noon Random
PM clock Clock
L . . 1:55 | 11:00 | 4:00
ltem Description per Testimonies & Logs Per | By [Who|~ Time  |1:00 |2:00 [3:00 [4:00 |4:30 [5:00 [6:00 |6:30 |7:00 [8:00 [9:00 |9:23 [9:25 [9:30 |9:33 |9:35 [9:36 [9:45 |9:50 |9:57 |10:04 [10:07 |10:08 [10:15]10:24 [10:25 |10:27 [10:30 |10:46 [12:00 | am | am | pm
SwW,
SO,
Interview with PS begins 10:30 and concludes 10:46 at the police 33,
48 |station PR| P [ Ps 10:30 pm
Friday 1:55
49 |[MS left after bodies were removed MS| T |Ms am el S. Smitherma
Friday 1:55
50 |MS left after bodies were removed MS| P | MS am el S. Smitherma
Friday 1:30]
51 |WH arrived at crime scene WH| T |WH|- am William Henson
Outside house searched for .22 cal. Casing (none found), window
pane and screen removed as evidence. Window glass broke into 3
pieces from removing it. Insitu photos not taken before removing Friday|
52 |[glass. RF| P | RF 11:00 am Richal
Friday|
53 |Exhibit 26 was taken the next morning MS| T |Ms Morning
RC called Alabaster PD inquiring about PS's truck a.m., 911 call RC, Friday|
54 |[made by RC, weapon recovered by JW Ts| P | aw Morning Robbie Carter
Friday 4:00]|
55 [TS Called Dr. Embry re: autopsy results Ts| P | TS pm

mitherman
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